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SPORTS & RECREATION

“RIDING ON"
Elliat Tramentana is a
freshman at Lamar Schoal and
wants io be a profassional
ocdfar, Hae is anonly child; his
parants are Mark and Simaa
Tramontana, Har's what Elliot
said about his drawing: ¥l am
batter at exprassing mysalf
through drawing than in wonds
e I military personned am all
haroes .. In my pictura thera is
a soldiar in a jeap, Ta me this makes me think
that the soldiars am all riding along and have a
Euampy rosd, Thay may ran inta a faw obstaclas,
bt they will ovarcome them and move on ... Tha
piciure that | dren also makes me think how our
soldiars risk thair lives for our freadom, This is a
vary nobda desd .. All of our soldiars ride on —
ne matter what happens — and kKesg on doing
thair job for car nation.”

Tramonlzna

ILLUS TRATION BY ELLIOT TRAMORERME  THE MERLSAN STAR

The Meridian Sfar ashed ite readers, Do pon
kmow & uerdssian ik desereet 8 faal on the
bpck 2" Here are sone of the responses.

“I want to breag on my son, Spe. Brandon A
Lee of the Army Matlonal Guard. He is stationed
i Tran. | am so proad of bim. He s enly 20 vears
ald, has a wife and a Jmonth-old baby givl ancd
vl le still stands tall for bis country. While his
unit was training, Brandon woen the coveted
Sapper Spirit Award. That's just the Kind of gay
he s Branden, we support you and all the vest of
the guvs from the 150th Combat Enginesr Bai-
talion feom Quitiman, Come home safe, guys.”

Brenda Brant
Shubuta

“We want (o brag on our
son, Spc. Nathan Curtls
Evans because he jolned the
Armmy Mational Guard before
heeven Anished high schoosl
He had to wait wotil e grad-
uated to go te basie training.
He served on active diaty in
“'ﬁ.xh"l:l‘l_ﬁh.-ﬂ, [0.C., far one
vear. He and the 1st Bat-
talion, 204th Alr Defense
Artillery got back home an
June 18, 2004,

"Mow, Mathan works al Eam
Camp Shelly in Hattiesburg and §s preity sore
that he is going to make the military his carcer.

“We are very proud of Nathan, and all that he
has aceemplished ... When Hurrlcane [van it

Bragging rights

the coast, Mathan was called to help with that. He
was up bright and early as the storm was just
beginning to get here, in Chunky. We were all
seared to death, but he was ready (o go.
“Mathan, ['d have to say, is a proud American
wha bs proud of his country and what it stands
for. Al we would ke to say (o Mathan that we
are very proud of vou anid we love you very
much.”
David and Faye Evans
Chunby

“I weant to brag on my hushand, Sgt. 15t Class

Thomas Travis because he i avery Eind, loving,

compassionate and giving persen. He is very
tenacious. | am very proud that my hushand s
one of many soldiers who will ke defending our
country in the name of freedom — and s there
to help a nation wnderstand freedom for all as we
Enow in the United States, [ traly love my hus-
band and will be awaiting his safe return. Godd
bless aur trasps and America.”
Mary Dawis
[rniom

“I want to beag on my husband, Sgt. James
Ken' Blangrum of the Mississippt Aoy Mational
Card. As much as my husband loves and
ibsses s family fieom having to god to the war in
Irag, his frst petority is to serve his country and
help liis fellow troog members inall that he can.
T am wery provd of him and the troue man that he
.

Phyllis Mangroum
Kosciusalo

Chris Mabry: ‘He left Meehan
a boy, but he died a man’

Wittt Regers is the affersd ve coordinator for
the Meridian High School fosthall team. He
peper aoaehed Cheds Mabey, bt fee meet riam,
ard rowemlered bin.

Pe. Chrts Mabey wras ere of 12 0.5 Marines
filled far Aperdl 2004 fa the Sumnd Musling town
of Rarradi, Trag. Wealt kedored b aith an
dirsertption on Ris cogcliiag shird this foothall
FEL TR

By Wyatt Rogers
spesial to The Star

I first met Christopher Mabry at Bonita
Lakes Mall in December 2003. He was intro-
duced to me by a former player of mine, Oricn
Caraon.

Both of these men were dressed in their
Marine uniforms and looked good, They had
obviously not been out of basic training very
long.

I don't know what it was but 1 was very
impressed with Chris — it would turn into a
lnsting impression.

The first and last thing out of his mouth that
day was "sir,) which I8 becoming rare these days.
I was alse impressed with the youthfulness of

these tan men. Somebow it made the war hit
hasrine.

I've coached kids like these and have been
arouid therm all my career.

A couple of months later, | plcked wp The
Meridian Ster and there was the picture of the
first Lauderdale County casualty. Surely, that
wasn't the kid 1 met in the mall. But [ remember
the name tag on his chest and what it said that
day — “MABRY."

I was shocked, [ couldn®t beliewe that was
the same Kid.

Mle. Willie Shanvock, a friend of my grandia-
ther's, helped get a memorial for Chris down-
town. | went downtown to the memorial not
boing afterwards to pay my respects and to thank
Mre. Shamreock for what Te had doene.

I met Frankie Woedall at the memaorial, Chris'
aunt, and 1 tald her that [ aas going to do some-
thing this foothall seazen to henor Chris, [ had
this inscribed an my shirt in memory of Chris:
“Christopher Mabkey DSMC - KILA TRAG."

I thank God for men and women like Chris
Mabry who are fighting and whe have died for
the freedoms we liold dear.

Somesne said later on that Chris left Meshan
a boy but he died a man. [ have 6o agree.

Read abour Staff. Sgt.
Carla Dionne Mayberry
of the
248th Air Traffic
Control Squadron

Maybarry

in the Health and
Medical section of
“Profile 2005; A Letier
from Home, ™




